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COUNTRY STRATEGY 
 

 
 

OPERATIONS  
 

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 

Donors 

Developing Emergency 

Preparedness and 

Response Capacities in 

Central and South America 

Regional Project-Paraguay 

(DEPR) 

Aug 13– 

Jun 15 
1,200 110,000 

 

96,000 

 

100% 0 
 

AusAid 

UN Trust Fund for Human 

Security (UNTFHS) 

Oct 14– 

Sep 16 
2,100 444,049 444,049 100% 0 UNTFHS 

Sustainable Development 

Goals Fund (SDG) project 

May 15– 

Dec 16 
12,150 300,000 150,000 50% 150,000 SDG-F 

DIPECHO project 
May 15–Dec 

16 
260 300,000 0 0% 100,000 ECHO 

*April-September 

Summary of WFP assistance:  

 

WFP implements innovative projects with a community-based development approach to strengthen capacities of the 

Government to implement safety net programmes. WFP provides technical assistance to the Government of Paraguay 

(GoP). It improves the capacity of the Government in the areas of needs assessment, nutrition, logistics, emergency 

coordination and early warning. WFP also provides important emergency preparedness support to the Government 

through the project "Developing Emergency Preparedness and Response Capacities in Central and South America 

Regional Project-Paraguay (DEPR)", funded by the Government of Australia. 

 

The joint project “Strengthening human security in the central municipalities of the Paraguayan Chaco”, funded by the 

UN Trust Fund for Human Security (UNTFHS) will allow UNDP, WFP, and PAHO to facilitate the creation of a 

coordination platform for the territorial development of the Paraguayan Chaco, promoting multi-sectorial efforts to 

improve human security with social equity in four municipalities.  

 

The joint WHO/FAO/UNICEF/WFP Food Security project, "Paraguay protects, promotes and facilitates the effective 

accomplishment of the right to food and the food and nutrition security of vulnerable populations", funded by the 

Sustainable Development Goals Fund (SDG), will be implemented in 2015-2016.  

 

The DIPECHO (Disaster Preparedness ECHO programme)-funded project “Strengthening of institutional and community 

preparedness and coordination capacities for disaster risk reduction in Paraguay” was pre-approved in February 2015 

and should be implemented by UNDP and WFP until 2016. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WFP formulated a draft Country Strategy Document (CSD) for 

Paraguay where potential support areas were identified and 

prioritized. These include (i) vulnerability analysis mapping and 

targeting; (ii) improvement of national food-based safety nets 

such as school feeding and complementary feeding; and (iii) 

emergency preparedness and response. WFP does not have a 

country office in Paraguay to implement its projects. In 2012, WFP 

established an antenna office in Asuncion that is managed by the 

Bolivia Country Office. The Government has expressed its interest 

in re-opening a WFP Country Office in Paraguay to implement 

longer-term support.  
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  
 

 

PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP closely coordinates all activities with the Government and UN agencies. Given the thematic and geographical 

characteristics of the projects being implemented, WFP works with the Government’s National Emergency Secretariat 

(SEN), the National Food and Nutrition Institute (INAN), the Ministry of Agriculture (MAG), the Technical Planning 

Secretariat (STP), the Ministry of Education (MoE) and the UN agencies UNDP, PAHO/WHO, FAO, UNICEF and UN 

Women. The design, planning and implementation of all projects are the results of joint efforts.       

 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  
Paraguay is a low-middle income country with a per capita gross 

national income (GNI) of USD 4,010 (World Bank, 2014) and a 

population of 6.7 million. Paraguay falls below the Latin American 

average in several socioeconomic categories, including immunization 

rates, potable water, sanitation, and secondary school enrollment, and 

has greater rates of income inequality and child and maternal mortality. 

Paraguay ranked 111 out of 187 countries on the 2013 Human 

Development Index. Sixty percent of the population relies directly or 

indirectly on agriculture for their livelihoods. Because the wealth 

generated through agricultural exports is concentrated in very few 

hands, a substantial proportion of the smallholder and subsistence 

farmers and landless rural population live in poverty or extreme 

poverty, making them vulnerable to food insecurity. While 10 percent of 

the total population lives in extreme poverty, this rate increases to 18 

percent among the rural population (Directorate General for Statistics, 

Surveys and Census, 2014). Extreme poverty rates reach up to 57 

percent among the indigenous population (World Bank, 2013). The 

prevalence of chronic malnutrition among children under 5 is 17 

percent, while the prevalence among indigenous children is 43 percent 

(National Institute for Food and Nutrition, 2010). 28 percent of pregnant women are malnourished, which also results in 

a high prevalence of low birth weight. School enrolment has decreased from 99 percent in 2007 to 95 percent in 2011 

(World Bank, 2011). 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 WFP activities are mostly related to technical assistance to the 

Government to implement its food assistance programmes in areas 

such as nutrition, school feeding, emergency response, and 

disaster risk reduction. WFP is becoming a key player for capacity 

development in Paraguay. 

 Important preparatory activities were accomplished under the 

Human Security project in the first quarter of 2015: (i) the 

baseline study was initiated under the leadership of WFP. TORs 

have been agreed among all partners and the consultant has been 

contracted. Field information collection will be carried out in April. 

(ii) Project partners and the departmental and local governments 

agreed on priorities and an implementation plan. (iii) The field 

monitor has been contracted and the office in Filadelfia was 

established in the Governor’s office and will be shared with all 

project partners. (iv) The National Emergency Secretariat has 

requested a food loan from WFP. Since WFP will not distribute food 

until the second semester, the loan was granted. 

 After a slow down of implementation due to the emergencies in 

Paraguay, the DEPR project was reactivated with preparations of 

two simulations and 5 EFSA trainings. WFP and the Departmental 

Governments of Concepcion and Caaguazu agreed on warehouse 

improvements to enhance emergency preparedness. 

 All four UN agencies that conform the joint SDG-F project finalized 

the detailed budge and obtained the endorsement of the 

Government. The SDG-F Secretariat authorized the disbursement 

of 50 percent of the total value to each agency. WFP will submit a 

Trust Fund proposal for approval in order to absorb this 

contribution and implement its project activities. 

 ECHO has officially communicated that the joint UNDP-WFP 

DIPECHO proposal has been approved. ECHO will fund 

approximately USD 800,000 (about USD 300,000 for WFP) for the 

implementation of the 18-month project starting in May 2015. WFP 

will prepare a Trust Fund to implement the project. 

 The first semester focussed on planning activities, the confirmation 

of new projects and the preparation of activities. No distributions 

took place, thus no beneficiaries were reported in this period. 

 Efforts and negotiations are underway to 

secure the Government’s long-term 

support to the establishment of a 

permanent WFP Country Office in 

Paraguay. However, these efforts have 

not yet materialized. A permanent WFP 

presence in the country will allow for the 

formulation of long-term programmes 

and the mobilization of funds. 

 

 

 

 

  


